
POSITION DESCRIPTION        FA-1  
Town of Needham    Lineman     7/96  
 
Duties: 
Under the supervision of the Assistant Superintendent, perform diversified planning, evaluation, designing, 
installation testing, maintenance and repair of town and private fire alarm systems and equipment, and other 
Fire Department equipment, to ensure compliance with state and local codes and regulations. 
 
Work from prints, specifications, diagrams, written and verbal instructions; use, maintain and check a variety 
of electronic equipment and related tools and materials in performing required duties;  perform required 
electrical tests on town and private fire alarm systems and equipment, telegraph and other recording 
instruments as required. 
 
Maintain necessary records; move materials as necessary in performance of duties; detect and report 
improper operation, faulty equipment, defective materials and unusual conditions; maintain work area and 
equipment in a clean and orderly condition; follow established safety and security rules and regulations; 
work with Assistant Superintendent in running cables and wires.  Strip paint from fire boxes and repaint; and 
perform other duties as assigned. 
 
Basis Knowledge: 
 
Duties require a background in electrical/electronic equipment and systems equivalent to an Associate 
Degree in Electronics. 
 
Experience: 
 
1 - 2 years experience. 
 
Independent Action: 
 
Operate somewhat independently in planning, installing, testing, designing, and maintaining fire alarm systems 
and equipment.  Refer unusual situations or conditions to the Assistant Superintendent to determine the best 
course of action. 
 
Supervisory Responsibility: 
 
None. 
 
Physical and Environmental Standards: 
 
· Frequent periods supervising or inspecting in non-office environments, including garages, water 

supply stations, sewer facilities, landfills, parks and recreational areas. 
· Regular periods spent outside subject to weather conditions while inspecting or directing work. 
· Frequent walking, standing, climbing; occasional requirement for sustained uncomfortable physical 

positions. 
· Some exposure to high noise and vibration levels from heavy equipment. 
· May spend sustained periods at terminal or on telephone. 
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